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SUBJECT: MTN: GROUP ON TROPICAL PRODUCTS 

1. THE GATT SECRETARIAT HAS DEVELOPED SOME TENTATIVE IDEAS 

ON THE ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK OF THE TROPICAL PRODUCTS GROUP. 
THIS GROUP IS SCHEDULED TO MEET ON MARCH 10 IN THE MORNING. 

ACTION REQUESTED: DELEGATION WOULD APPRECIATE GUIDANCE ON THE 
SECRETARIAT’S IDEAS ASAP. 

2. FOLLOWINGIS THE TEXT OF THE GATT SECRETARIAT S TENTATIVE 
AND INFORMAL PAPER: 

QUOTE: THE GROUP ON TROPICAL PRODUCTS SHOULD AGREE TO ORGANIZE 
ITS WORK IN THE FOLLOWING WAY: 

(I) DEVELOPING COUNTRIES SHOULD BE INVITED TO SUBMIT LISTS 
OF REQUESTS TO COUNTRIES IN WHOSE MARKETS THEY HAVE AN INTEREST 
AS EXPORTERS OF TROPICAL PRODUCTS INDICATING THE ITEMS FOR 
WHICH THEY WOULD WISH TO SECURE CONCESSIONS AND THE NATURE OF THE 
CONCESSION OR CONCESSIONS BEING SOUGHT. REQUESTS FOR CON 
CESSIONS WOULD BE SUBMITTED TO THE COUNTRIES CONCERNED BY AN 
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COULD BE MADE AS THE NEGOTIATIONS PROCEED. 

(II) COPIES OF THE REQUEST LISTS WOULD BE FILED WITH THE 
SECRETARIAT WHICH WOULD MAKE SUCH LIST AVAILABLE 
TO ALL PARTICIPANTS IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

(III) ARRANGEMENTS WOULD BE MADE FOR THE TABLING AND CIRCULA- 
TION OF OFFERS ACCORDING TO DATES TO BE DETERMINED HAVING 
REGARD TO THE REQUESTS MADE AND ANY CONSULTATIONS AND NEGOTIA- 
TIONS WITH RESPECT TO THESE REQUESTS. 

(IV) THE SUBMISSION OF REQUEST LISTS AND THE MAKING OF OFFERS 
WOULD BE UNDERTAKEN WITHOUT PREIUDICE AS TO WHAT MAY OR MAY NOT 
BE CONSIDERED A TROPICAL PRODUCT. 

(V) ARRANGEMENTS WILL BE MADE FOR APPROPRIATE BILATERAL CON- 
SULTATIONS AND NEGOTIATIONS WITH RESPECT TO THE REQUEST LISTS, 

AND WHEN OFFERS ARE MADE, BETWEEN THE IMPORTING AND EXPORTING 
COUNTRIES CONCERNED, IT BEING UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS WOULD NOT 
PRECLUDE COUNTRIES MAKING REQUESTS ON THE SAME ITEMS FROM JOINTLY 
PARTICIPATING IN SUCH CONSULTATIONS AND NEGOTIATIONS. 

(VI) THE GROUP WILL KEEP UNDER REVIEW THE PROGRESS MADE 

IN THE NEGOTIATIONS OF TROPICAL PRODUCTS WITH A VIEW TO ARRANGE- 
ING SUCH MULTIALATERAL DISCUSSIONS AS WOULD FACILITATE THE 
MAXIMIZATION OF OFFERS OF THE BASIC OF REQUEST LISTS. THIS 
COULD COVER, INTER ALIA, QUESTIONS RELATING TO NON-TARIFF 
MEASURES WHICH ARE FOUND NOT TO LEND THEMSELVES TO NEGOTIATIONS 
ON A PRODUCT-BY-PRODUCT BASIS AND WHICH MAY NEED TO BE TAKEN 
UP IN THE CONTEXT OF SOLUTIONS WHICH MIGHT BE WORKED OUT IN 
REGARD TO SUCH MEASURES ON A MULTILATERAL BASIS IN OTHER 
AREAS OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

(VII) THE GROUP WILL EXAMINE PROBLEMS AFFECTING TRADE IN 
TROPICAL PRODUCTS WHICH REQUIRE MULTILATERAL ACTION WITH A 
VIEW TO WORKING OUT APPROPRIATE ARRANGEMENTS AND SOLUTIONS. 

(VIII) THE GROUP WILL REPORT PERIODICALLY TO THE TRADE NEGO- 
TIATIONS COMMITTEE ON PROGRESS MADE AS WELL AS ON ANY OUT- 
STANDING PROBLEMS WHICH THE GROUP OR MEMBERS OF THE GROUP MAY BE 
FACING SO THAT THE TNC MAY EXAMINE ANY FURTHER ACTION THAT MAY 
BE REQUIRED, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT. INTER ALIA. DEVELOPMENTS IN 

THE NEGOTIATIONS AS A WHOLE, AS WELL AS THE DESIRABILITY OF 
CONCLUDING THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH RESPECT TO TROPICAL PRODUCTS 
AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE HAVING REGARD TO THE PRIORITY 
GIVEN TO THIS SECTOR IN THE TOKYO DECLARATION. END QUOTE. 
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